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OPEN SPACE

FOCUS GROUP

Agenda

 Welcome & Introductions

 Brief Overview – Timeline & Process

 Review implementation strategies

 Review research questions

 Review preliminary data gathering/identify other resources

 Discuss other emerging issues

 Wrap-up & Next Steps 
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Open Space Focus Group?

Timeline & Process
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2006 Plan: Implementation

Review

2006: Preservation 

and Protection Policy Highlights

 Protect streams, wetlands, and shorelines

 Enhance Skyline Parkway

 Use science to define natural areas to be protected

 Protection strategies, including acquisition, TDR, conservation easements

 Protect resource with appropriate development standards

 Connect green spaces

 Develop a forest management plan

 Create Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program

 Protect views of and from the hillside

 Take a watershed approach
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2006: Parks and Recreation 

Policy Highlights

 Create a plan for park land and facilities for reasonable access

 Update the Spirit Mountain Master Plan

 Create a plan for an interconnected trail system

 Create a capital improvements and maintenance plan for parks and trails

 Promote non-motorized commuting

 Consider stream corridors, the river, and Skyline Pkwy as trail corridors

Research Questions

 How do we preserve sensitive land permanently?

 Are our open space areas well connected to our neighborhoods?

 Is the preservation of resources fair between neighborhoods?

 Do we all have equal access to enjoying resource areas?

 What are the direct and indirect costs to our region of holding land as 

undeveloped for preservation and open space?

 Can we sustain the amount of open and undeveloped space on our tax 

base?

 Can we sustain the current infrastructure network?

 Are there areas that put too much demand on infrastructure and 

services?

 What tools could be utilized to make us a more resilient community 

with ever changing climate factors?
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